WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY
celebrated by NIMRD “Grigore Antipa” and Junior Ranger Club
The National Institute for Marine Research and Development “Grigore Antipa” Constanta
celebrated, on 5 June 2013, together with the Junior Ranger Club (students from the 2 Mai
Elementary School), the World Environment Day. The theme for this year’s World
Environment Day celebrations was Think.Eat.Save. Think.Eat.Save is an anti-food waste and
food loss campaign that encourages you to reduce your foodprint. According to the UN Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO), every year 1.3 billion tonnes of food is wasted
The 2 Mai Elementary School has been, since 2007, an Information Center of the Reserve,
operating by the care of teachers and students during the two years when the Reserve was not
assigned any custodian.

The main objective of the Junior Ranger Club is the development of various educational and
informational activities for the local community and tourists, concerning the maintenance of the
biodiversity through the conservation of species and ecosystems and also of the underwater
landscapes along the Vama Veche - 2 Mai Marine Reserve.
The key-messages promoted by the Junior Ranger team are the following:
- The Vama Veche area is unique at the Romanian coastline;
- Despite of being a marine reserve, access is not forbidden on the beach and in the water (except
for the strictly protected zone);
- The custodian of the Reserve (NIMRD “Grigore Antipa“ Constanta) promotes eco-tourism and
is actively involved in the bio-cultural development of the area.

As such, the custodians and the students discussed about the importance of MPA’s in protecting
and capitalizing natural resources. The CoCoNet Project (Towards COast to COast NETworks of
marine protected areas (from the shore to the high and deep sea), coupled with sea-based wind
energy potential) was popularized by distributing informative flyers to tourists in the beach area
bordering the Vama Veche - 2 Mai Reserve.

